
Hello and welcome! 

Allow us to introduce you to the Governing Body of Headlands Primary School. 

We are a diverse group who have many years of Governing experience between us.  We have 
different reasons for becoming Governors at Headlands and we all bring a different perspective to our 
roles and duties, and these are represented at our regular Governor meetings. 

The main thing we have in common is wanting the school to be the best it can be and that all the 
pupils and staff are well looked after and supported.  We support not only the pupils but the staff as 
well to enable everyone to learn and grow and to be the best they can. 

Headlands is more than just a school - its a community, there is support for the whole family should 
they need it, and we have an excellent PTA and Parent Forum who support by raising funds and 
awareness.   The Governors are familiar figures around school - either during the school day or 
attending school events and are always made to feel welcome while checking on the welfare of 
pupils, teachers, teaching assistants and support staff. 

Ron Smith (Chair)  

 

Co-opted Governor  
Chair of Governors  
A Board member since 2007 
 
The best thing about Headlands School is we are one big 
happy family where the abled bodied pupils look after and 
learn from less abled. 
  

Ruth Ellis 
(Headteacher)  

 

Hello, my name is Ruth Ellis and I have the privilege of 
being the Headteacher of Headlands Primary School since 
September 2016 and a Headteacher governor for 17 years. 
As Headteacher I am a member of the governing body by 
virtue of office and attend all full governing body and 
committee meetings.  
My role on the governing body is to provide governors with 
the information, data and advice needed to help raise school 
standards; formulate aims, objectives and targets for 
consideration; and report on strategic frameworks and 
school standards.  
The best thing about being a governor at Headlands is being 
part of a dynamic team dedicated to providing the best 
provision for the children. 

Louise Pearce 

 

Hello, my name is Louise Pearce and I am both the deputy 
headteacher and a Year One/Two class teacher. I began my 
teaching career working at Yearsley Grove Primary School in 
York in 1996 before joining Headlands Primary School in my 
current role in 2009. 
I have been a staff governor since joining Headlands and as 
well as attending all full governing body meetings, I sit on 
the Curriculum and the Finance committees. As a staff 
governor, my role is to ensure a staff viewpoint and 
perspective is brought to all discussions and debates.  



The best thing about being a governor at Headlands Primary 
School, is working alongside like-minded individuals who as 
a group, are united by a commitment to ensure our school 
is place where every child is able to achieve their full 
potential. 

Elizabeth Neville 

 

Occupation: Teacher at Headlands Primary School 
Type of Governor: Co-opted Governor  
Role on governing body: Teacher Governor / Curriculum 
Committee  
Length of service: Long!! I can’t remember (Approximately 
10 years) 
The best thing about being a Governor at Headlands 
is....Working together in partnership with a wonderful group 
of people who are passionate about providing the very best 
outcomes for all children and their families within the 
Headlands community.   
 

Peter Wreglesworth To Follow 

Sarah Hare 

 

HR Programme Manager 
Co-opted governor 
Role on governing body is Vice Chair of Governors and Chair 
of Finance & Resources Committee & Pay Committee. I am 
also responsible for chairing the annual headteacher 
performance appraisal. 
I have been a governor since 2015, when both my children 
attended Headlands. Both have since moved on to 
secondary school but I have continued as a Headlands 
governor.  
The best thing about being a governor at Headlands is the 
opportunity to work with such an enthusiastic and dedicated 
team of governors and school staff, who strive to make 
Headlands the best place it can be for our children.  It is 
rewarding to be able to use my professional skills and 
experience to support the school as a 'critical friend' and 
really help make a difference to our young people's primary 
school experience and prepare them for the future. 

Stewart Pearson To Follow 

Ian Cuthbertson To Follow 

Tracey Harrison 

 

Book-Keeper  
Parent Governor and Chair of Curriculum Committee 
 
I was elected as a Parent Governor in 2022, during the year 
that the last of my 3 Daughters was moving on from 
Headlands Primary School to Secondary School.  I was 
previously the Chair of the Headlands Parents’ Forum, which 
I thoroughly enjoyed. I was the point of contact for parent 
queries, liaising with school and a team of parents, to 
resolve any issues in a clear, concise and friendly manner.  



Prior to this, I worked for 19 years in Retail Banking giving 
me a vast experience of budgets, targets, lending, 
managing people and customer service. My interests include 
days out with my family, walking, cinema, theatre and 
baking.  
 
The best thing about being a Governor at Headlands is 
being able to be part of a fantastic team, giving support to 
the school staff to ensure that Headlands gives the children 
in its care, the best possible education and environment to 
learn and grow. 
 

Danielle Pearson 

 

Occupation: Teacher  
Type of Governor: Parent  
Role on governing body: curriculum committee, link 
governor for computing and pshe.  
Length of service: 3 years  
The best thing about being a Governor at Headlands 
is..........Giving something back to the local community and 
working with such hardworking focused staff wanting to do 
the best by each child.  
 
 

Clare Ahmad 

 
 

My name is Clare Ahmad, I’m a full time carer and I have 
been a co-opted Governor since October 2022 after my 
daughter had left for secondary school. 
I am a member of the Curriculum Committee and I am also 
the link Governor for SEND (Special Educational needs and 
Disabilities) and ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support 
Assistants). 
The best thing about being a Governor at Headlands is 
being able to go into school and see how inclusive they are 
and how well the children are doing - regardless of their 
abilities and how happy and supported everyone is.  I 
manage the tickets for all school performances and am on 
the door for every show - a role I’ve been doing since my 
daughter was in Year 2.  I also help out the school office 
when needed.  As a former pupil of the school I want to 
ensure that all the pupils have as good a memory of the 
school as I have. 
 

 


