
 

 



The Maths Curriculum in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
The Maths area of learning and development is split into two aspects: Numbers and Numerical Patterns.  
The table below demonstrates the progression of mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills as the children transition throughout 
the Reception year in school. The box highlighted in grey is the Early Learning Goal (ELG) for Maths. All children will be assessed against 
the Maths ELG at the end of the year. This is reported to parents and the Local Authority. 
 

 



 
 



Here are the five counting principles taught throughout the Reception year:  

 

Why is there such a big focus on early numbers? 
It is important that children develop a really strong sense of numbers to 10. This will stand them in good stead for the maths that 
follows as they move through school. This includes: 

 Understanding the link between numbers and quantity (representing numbers in many ways) 
 Investigating how quantities are composed of smaller parts (6 can be two 3’s or three 2’s or 4 and two ones or 5 and 1 etc.) 
 Knowing how numbers relate to one another and being able to compare and order them. 
 Exploring how quantities change when you add more items or take items away. 

The children may already be able to recite the number names to twenty and beyond but a sense of what those numbers mean develops 
gradually with repeated experiences in different contexts.   



At Headlands Primary School, we follow the Mastering Numbers and White Rose Maths schemes.  
We have divided the Reception Year into half term blocks. Each half term has five dedicated weeks focusing upon the 
Mastering Number element of the Maths curriculum. Additional opportunities are provided throughout the term to 
focus on the measure, shape and spatial thinking. There will also be time for consolidating and embedding the 
children’s mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills.  
 
Autumn Term: Phases 1, 2, 3  
 



Autumn Term: 



 
 

 

Here are a list of books to support the 
Autumn terms Maths units of work. 



  Spring Term: Phases 4, 5, 6 
 

 



Spring Term - Key Representations:  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Here are a list of books to support the 
 Spring terms Maths units of work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Term: Phases 7, 8, 9, 10 

 
 
 

 

 



Summer Term - Key Representations: 



 



 Here are a list of books to support the Summer terms Maths units of work. 

 



 



Here is a summary of the mathematical vocabulary that the children will be exposed to throughout the 
Reception year at school. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Web link to how we teach Maths in Reception: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ow8vEmh8lA  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ow8vEmh8lA

