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Introduction 
Meeting the requirements of those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities is the 
responsibility of all within the school community and as such this policy has been produced in 
various forms of consultation, in-line with current legislative requirements and within the 
guidelines and inclusion policies of the Local Education Authority and other policies current within 
the school.   
 
The contents are subject to review annually or where appropriate at the decision of the Head 
teacher or the Governing Body. 
 
Compliance 
This policy complies with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 0-25 
(DfE, 2014) and has been written with reference to the following guidance and documents: 
 Equality Act 2010: advice for schools (DfE) June 2014 
 SEND Code of Practice 0 – 25 (Jan 2015) 
 Schools SEN Information Report Regulations (2014) 
 Statutory Guidance on Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions (Dec 2015) 
 Keeping Children Safe in Education (Sept 2020) 

 The National Curriculum in England: Framework for Key Stage 1 and 2 (July 2014) 
 Child Protection Policy 
 Accessibility Plan 
 Teachers Standards 2013 
 
Rationale 
Headlands Primary School is an inclusive mainstream primary school.  All staff work hard to 
ensure all children will reach their full potential in a happy, caring, safe and respectful 
environment.  The Governing Body and staff of Headlands Primary School are committed to 
providing high-quality education for all our children, promoting positive social development and 
aspirational academic outcomes. We believe that all children, including  those identified as having 
special educational needs, have a common entitlement to a broad and  balanced curriculum, which 
is accessible to them, and should be fully included in all aspects of school life. 
 
At Headlands, all children are equally valued. We believe that educational inclusion is about equal 
opportunities for all learners, whatever their    age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, attainment and 
background.  We will strive to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, and to develop an 
environment where all children can flourish and feel safe. We aim to engender a sense of 
community and belonging, and to offer new opportunities to learners taking into account their 
needs and experiences. 
 
We recognise that pupils learn at different rates and that there are many factors affecting 
achievement, including ability, emotional state, age and maturity. We believe in both early 
identification and early intervention. We understand that many pupils, at some point in their 
school career, may experience difficulties which affect their learning, and we recognise that these 
may be long or short term.  We aim to identify these needs as they arise and provide teaching 
and learning contexts which enable every child to achieve to their full potential. 
 

Headlands Primary School 
Special Education Needs and Disability 
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This policy describes the way we meet the needs of children who experience barriers to their 
learning, including the learning environment they experience in school. 
 
Aims 
At Headlands we aim to: 
 Develop all children to reach their full potential and to value them equally; irrespective of 

ability, disability, race, gender or background and to give everyone access to the whole 
curriculum. 

 Embrace inclusion for all pupils and ensure a policy of integration into all activities of the 
school; access to a broad and balanced curriculum in line with the National Curriculum and 
SEN code of practice.   

 Ensure all staff follow a consistent, whole-school approach to the identification and provision 
for pupils with special needs and disabilities throughout the school. 

 Identify children, as early as possible, in order to support their physical, social, emotional or 
intellectual development. 

 Raise aspirations and expectations for all children, in all areas of school life. 
 Raise an awareness of inclusion, tolerance and an awareness of diversity and strive to ensure 

this is promoted within our school community. 
 Provide children with the skills and attributes necessary for adult life. 
 
Objectives 
 To ensure every child feels valued, respected as an individual and able to recognise their skills 

and strengths. 
 To identify and provide for pupils who have special educational needs and additional needs, 

following a robust system for the process of SEND identification so each pupil has the 
appropriate intervention and support in order to achieve.  

 To provide within the school a graduated response that recognises there is a continuum of 
special educational need. 

 To ensure continuous monitoring of the progress of all pupils to aid the identification of SEND 
and ensure that all pupils with SEND reach their full potential.  

 To have high expectations for all children and give every child the opportunity to experience 
success in their learning.  

 To make appropriate provision to overcome all barriers to learning and ensure pupils with 
SEND have full access to the National Curriculum. 

 To ensure all children who are placed on the SEND support list are appropriately supported in 
their learning and development through appropriate provision to overcome any barriers to 
learning. 

 To provide support, advice and training for staff to meet the needs of individual children and 
quality teaching and learning for all children. 

 To foster and maintain effective links with all outside agencies, educational support services 
and the local settings, such as secondary schools and pre-schools where necessary to support 
a child’s development. 

 To develop and maintain partnership, high levels of engagement and communication with 
parents; involve parents in decision making and to foster a partnership of support. 

 
Roles and Responsibilities 
Everyone in the school community, governors, staff, pupils and parents, has a positive and active 
part to play in achieving the aims of our SEND policy. The following people have particular 
responsibilities:   
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Governors are responsible for; 
 Ensuring the necessary provision is made for any pupil with SEN. 

 Pupils with SEN join in school activities alongside other pupils, so far as is reasonably practical 
and compatible with their needs, and the efficient education of other pupils. 

 They have due regard to the requirements of the Code of Practice for Special Educational 
Needs. 

 They are informed about SEN issues which contributes to future planning. 
 
The Head Teacher is responsible for: 
 The appointment of the SENCo. 
 To work alongside the SENCo in overseeing the school’s provision including staffing and 

resources. 
 To keep the governing body informed about the progress of pupils with SEN. 
 
The SENCo is responsible for: 
 Overseeing the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEN policy. 
 Assisting with identifying children with special needs. 
 Coordinating provision for children with special educational needs and disabilities. 
 Promoting a graduated approach to providing SEND support across the school, liaising and 

advising other staff as necessary. 
 Liaising with and advising fellow teachers on the graduated approach to providing SEN 

support.  
 Identifying, monitoring and reviewing pupils’ needs with teachers, parents and support staff 

and with the pupils themselves. 
 Setting up and monitoring in-class support and interventions. 
 Liaising with colleagues in writing, monitoring and reviewing the support plans for pupils with 

SEN support. 
 Contributing to the professional development of staff in areas of SEND. 
 Advising on aspects of differentiation, classroom practice and resourcing. 
 Organising and attending annual reviews of EHCPs.  

 Maintaining the Special Educational Needs register.  
 Ensuring that the school keeps the records of all pupils with SEN up to date. 
 Liaising with parents of children with special educational needs. 
 Updating the school’s website with details about SEND provision and the Local offer.  
 Liaising with early years providers, other schools, educational psychologists, health and  social 

care professionals and independent or voluntary bodies. 
 Being a key point of contact with external agencies, especially the local authority and its         

support services. 
 Liaising with potential next providers of education to ensure a pupil and their parents are  

informed about the options and a smooth transition is planned. 
 Ensuring the school’s accessibility plan is implemented. 
 Working with the Head teacher and school governors to ensure that the school meets its 

responsibilities under the Equality Act (2010) with regard to reasonable adjustments and access 
arrangements. 

 
Class teachers are responsible for: 
 The education and pastoral care for the children within their class. 
 Providing high quality teaching for all children that is differentiated to meet children’s needs. 

 Making themselves aware of the school’s SEN policy and procedures for identification of those 
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pupils who require extra support in class, raising initial concerns and consulting the SENCo for 
advice and support. 

 Assessing pupil’s needs and planning appropriate adjustments, interventions and support to 
match the outcomes identified for the pupil (in liaison with the SENCo, parents and pupil) 

 Planning for, monitoring and recording individual progress of all children in their class. 
 Regularly reviewing the impact of adjustments, interventions and support for those pupils with 

SEND. 
 Managing teaching assistants in their classrooms on a day-to-day basis to plan and provide 

appropriate provision and support. 
 Directly liaising with parents of children with SEN and the SENCo. 
 
Teaching Assistants should: 
 Be fully aware of the school’s SEN policy and the procedures for identifying, assessing and 

making provision for pupils with SEN. 
 Use the school’s procedure for giving feedback to teachers and the SENCo about pupils’ 

progress.  
 Encourage and promote pupil independence where appropriate. 
 Work with the SENCO and teachers to ensure inclusion of pupils with SEN within the class. 
 Attend review meetings if they are 1:1 SEN TAs. 
 Prepare and adapt materials if they are 1:1 SEN TAs.  
 
Parents should: 
 Raise any concerns about their child regarding SEND either directly to the class teacher/ 

SENCo or use the referral form available on the school website.  
 Contribute their knowledge of the child towards a shared view of the child’s needs and the best 

way of supporting them.  
 Communicate with the school and relay valuable information regarding the child’s progress at 

home, so as to inform practice at school.  
 Attend review meetings for MSPs and EHCPs.  
 Contribute their views towards RFIs and other forms that ask for parent/carer views. 

 
Definition of Special Educational Needs 
High quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised will meet the individual needs of the 
majority of children. However, some children need educational provision that is additional and 
different to this. This is special educational provision under Section 21 of the Children and Families 
Act 2014. 
 
SEN Code of Practice, 2014 
Section 6.12 A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning 
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. 
 
A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 
 Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same  age; 

or 
 Have a disability that prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a 

kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local 
education authority. 

 Are under compulsory school age and fall within the definitions above or would so do if  special 
educational provision was not made for them. 
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Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form 
of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught. 
 
For children of two or over, educational provision is that, which is additional to, or otherwise 
different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age in schools 
maintained by the Local Authority (LA), other than special schools, in the area. 
 
Types of Special Educational Need (SEN) 
The SEN code of practice (2014) states children’s needs and requirements falls into the following 4 
areas: 
 
Communication and Interaction 
This includes children with speech and language delay, impairments or disorders, specific learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia and dyspraxia, hearing impairment, and those 
who demonstrate features within the autistic spectrum. 
 
Cognition and Learning 
This includes children who demonstrate features of moderate, severe or profound learning 
difficulties or specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia or dyspraxia. 
 
Social, Mental and Emotional Health 
This includes children who may be withdrawn or isolated, disruptive or disturbing, hyperactive or 
lack concentration. 
 
Sensory and/or Physical Needs 
This includes children with sensory, multi-sensory and physical difficulties. 
 
It should be noted that individual pupils may well have needs which span two or more areas. For 
example, a pupil with general learning difficulties may also have communication difficulties and be 
struggling with their self-esteem. The purpose of identification is not to fit a pupil into a category 
but to determine what action the school needs to take. 
 
The SEN Code of Practice (2014) states: 
 Behavioural difficulties do not necessarily mean that a child or young person has a SEN and   should 

not automatically lead to a pupil being registered as having SEN. 
 Slow progress and low attainment do not necessarily mean that a child has SEN and should not 

automatically lead to a pupil being recorded as having SEN. 
 Persistent disruptive or withdrawn behaviours do not necessarily mean that a child or young     person 

has SEN. 
 
When identifying SEND the following criteria may be considered: 
● A child’s early history and/or parental concern  
● A low entry profile 
● A low Foundation Stage profile  
● A pupil’s lack of progress despite receiving a differentiated curriculum and high-quality 
   teaching.  
● Low achievement in the National Curriculum i.e. significantly below the suggested level for     
their age  
● Requiring specialist material/equipment or support for sensory/physical problems 
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Disability 
Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the Equality Act 
2010 – that is ‘... a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse 
effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’.  
 
‘Long-term’ is defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or 
trivial’. This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and 
long term health conditions such  as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. Children and young 
people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but there is a significant overlap 
between disabled children and young people and those with SEN. Where a disabled child or young 
person requires special educational provision they will also be covered by the SEN definition. 

 
Identification and Review of Pupils’ Needs 
Provision for children with special educational needs is a matter for the whole school. The 
governing body, Headteacher, SENCo and all other members of staff, particularly   class teachers 
and teaching assistants, have important day-to-day responsibilities.  
 
The SEN Code of Practice, 2014 states, ‘All teachers are  teachers of children with special 
educational needs’. 
 
The school will assess each child’s current levels of attainment on entry in order to ensure that 
they build on the patterns of learning and experience already established during the child’s pre-
school years. If the child already has an identified special educational need, this information may 
be transferred from other partners in their Early Years setting and the class teacher and SENCo 
will use this information to: 
 
 Provide starting points for the development of an appropriate curriculum 

 Identify and focus attention on action to support the child within the class 
 Use the assessment processes to identify any learning difficulties 
 Ensure ongoing observation and assessments provide regular feedback about the child’s 

achievements and experiences to form the basis for planning the next steps of the child’s 
learning 

 
A Graduated Approach to SEN Support 
All pupils at Headlands receive quality first teaching. The progress of all children is assessed at 
regular intervals as part of the school’s tracking process.  We assess each pupil’s current skills and 
levels of attainment on entry, building on information from previous settings and key stages 
where appropriate. Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of 
all of the pupils in their class.   
 
Class teachers, supported by the Senior Leadership Team, should make regular assessments of 
progress for all pupils. These should seek to identify pupils making less than expected progress 
given their age and individual circumstances.  
 
When a child is not making the expected progress despite adjustments to inclusive quality first 
teaching, next steps must be taken.  

 
Next steps 
The class teacher has identified the child’s barriers to learning and should liaise with the child’s 
parents to discuss their concerns and see if they share the school’s concerns.  
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Once information has been gathered from parents to build up a wider picture of the child, the class teacher 
should then make a referral using the ‘staff initial referral form’ to formally share their concerns with the 
SENCo.  

 
If there are concerns from a parent about their child’s development and that they believe they 
have a special educational need or disability, a parent should fill out a ‘parent initial concerns 
form’ outlining their concerns. 
  
 
 
The SENCo will gather information about the child and carry out a clear analysis of the pupil’s 
needs using the City of York’s SEN bandings and thresholds descriptors  to help support the 
identification, assessment and provision for each pupil.   
 

Children with SEN are banded according to their level of need: 

 

Band 1 – Children’s needs are met through additional provision within their classroom. 

Band 2 – Children may require additional specific provision and advice may be sought from 
additional agencies such as Educational psychologists, Behaviour or Autism support, Speech 
and  Language therapists or other health care providers. 

Band 3 – Children have significant and complex needs requiring long term involvement of 
other professionals and this is coordinated through an Education and Health Care Plan. This 
is a statutory assessment. 
 
Following the observations, the SENCo will contact parents to inform them of the next steps in 
order to support the child.   
 
If a child is deemed to not have additional needs, the SENCo will liaise with the parent and class 
teacher to discuss what adjustments could be made in the classroom to their inclusive high quality 
teaching to support the development of the child.   
 
If the child is deemed to have additional needs, the child will be added to the SEN register and the 
parents will also be formally informed via a letter from the SENCo. This should not be a surprise to 
parents as they will have already had conversations with the parents throughout this process.  It 
is at this point there are two pathways, depending on the level of additional support required for 
the child.   
 
SEN support 
1. Following consultation with the class teacher, pupil and parents, and using assessment 

information collected by the SENCo, a ‘Pupil Passport’ is written for the child. This will detail a 
child’s strengths, barriers to learning, desired outcomes and the type of targeted support they 
will need to help them to make progress through provision designed to overcome the barrier to 
learning. The Pupil Passport is written, reviewed and updated termly by the class teacher in 
consultation with the child and parents. Class teachers  are responsible for maintaining, 
updating and evidencing progress according to the outcomes described in the pupil passport. 
These are then shared with everyone involved with the child. The SENCo reviews all pupil 
passports provided by the class teachers to ensure consistency across the school and 
appropriateness and quality of outcome. 

 
2. Using assessment information and through consultation with parents and the class teacher, if 

the SENCo assesses the child to be requiring specialist support, a ‘My Support Plan’ (MSP) will 
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be written.  This will detail a child’s strengths, barriers to learning, desired outcomes and the 
type of specialist and co-ordinated support they will need to help them to make progress 
through provision designed to overcome the barrier to learning. The MSP is written, reviewed 
and updated in consultation with the class teacher, the child, the parents and any external 
agency working with the child and their family. 

 
This SEN support should take the form of a four-part cycle through which earlier decisions and 
actions are revisited, refined and revised with a growing understanding of the pupil’s needs and of 
what supports the pupil in making good progress and securing good outcomes. This is known as 
the gradual approach. It draws on more detailed approaches, more frequent review and more 
specialist expertise in successive cycles in order to match interventions to the SEN of children 
and young people. 
 
The Code of Practice outlines a gradual response to pupils’ needs, recognising that there is a 
continuum of need matched by a continuum of support. This is seen as action that is additional  
to or different from the provision made as part of the school’s usual differentiated curriculum and 
strategies. 
 

Diagram showing the graduated approach 

                                                              
Assess 
This should draw on the teacher’s assessments and  experience of the pupil, their previous 
progress and attainment, the views and experience of parents, the pupil’s own views and, if 
relevant, advice from external support services.  In some cases, outside professionals from health 
or social services may already be involved with the child. These professionals should liaise with the 
school to help inform the assessments.  
 

Plan 
The teacher and the SENCo should agree, in consultation with the parents and the pupil, the 
adjustments, interventions and support to be put in place, as well as the expected impact on 
progress, development or behaviour, along with a clear date for review. The support and 
intervention provided should be selected to meet the outcomes identified for the pupil, based on 
reliable evidence of effectiveness, and should be provided by staff with sufficient skills and 
knowledge.  All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil should be made aware of their 
needs, the   outcomes sought, the support provided and any teaching strategies or approaches 
that are required.  For pupils’ with a ‘MSP’ or an ‘Educational Health care Plan’ (EHCP) this is 
documented on a 1-page profile document of which parents also receive a copy.     

 
Do 
The class teacher should remain responsible for working with the child on a daily basis. Where the 
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interventions involve group or one-to-one teaching away from the main class or class teacher, they 
should still retain responsibility for the pupil. They should work closely with any teaching 
assistants or specialist staff involved, to plan and assess the impact of support and interventions 
and how they can be linked to classroom teaching. The SENCo should support the class teacher in 
the further assessment of the child’s particular strengths and weaknesses, in problem solving and 
advising on the effective implementation of support. 

 
Review 
The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress should 
be reviewed in line with the agreed date. The impact and quality of the support and interventions 
should be evaluated, along with the views of the pupil and their parents. This should feedback into 
the analysis of the pupil’s needs. The class teacher, working with the SENCo, should in light of 
the pupil progress and development deciding on any changes to the support and outcomes in 
consultation with the parent and pupil.  
 
Reviews of pupils on the SEN register take   place each term, using a progress tracker linked 
specifically to their personal agreed outcomes. For those pupils with a ‘MSP’, this document is 
reviewed as a minimum every twelve months. Where a pupil has an Education and Health Care 
Plan, the local authority, in co-operation with the school, must review that plan as a minimum 
every twelve months. 
 
Levels of support 
For some children, their ‘banding’ will trigger additional funding from the Local Authority to 
contribute to the overall additional costs to the school to support their provision. It is important to 
note that the level and combinations of provision may change over time. 
 

Access to the Curriculum & Integration 
The school will aim to keep children identified as having special needs in their own classroom 
following the normal curriculum wherever possible. Special needs will be considered within all 
areas of curriculum development. The class teacher, SENCo or teaching assistant will support the 
children within the classroom or to maximise learning, withdraw the children for individual work or 
to work in a group of other children with similar needs. Withdrawal groups will be time-tabled to 
ensure that access to a broad curriculum is not denied. The SENCo will provide advice to class 
teachers to help them differentiate the curriculum for all pupils, especially pupils with special 
educational needs. Teaching strategies will include flexible grouping, use of IT, independent  
access  to resources and opportunities to record learning in a variety of ways. We make every 
effort to ensure all children have access to playtime outdoors and have outdoor learning 
opportunities. This includes careful consideration of the gaps between the planters in the garden 
and no dig zones in the woods.  Wave 

 
Integration of pupils with SEN 
All pupils are valued members of the school and are offered equal opportunities. At Headlands   the 
aim is to recognise the strengths of all pupils and build on these to nurture  respect and esteem 
for oneself and each other in all areas of the curriculum. The school has expectations for all pupils 
in line with our behaviour policy. 
 
Specialist Support and Outside Agencies 
School may involve specialists at any point for advice, support and training for SEND.  Headlands 
is able to call upon the expertise of a wide range of specialist support services (including but not 
limited to: EMS, CAMHS, Early Help and the EP). The pupil’s parents will always be involved in any 
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decision to involve specialists and only take place with parental consent. The involvement   of 
specialists and what was discussed or agreed should be recorded and shared with the parents   and 
teaching staff supporting the child in the same way as any other SEN support. 
 
Where a pupil continues to make less than expected progress, despite evidence-based support and 
interventions that are matched to the pupil’s area of need, the   school should consider involving 
specialists, including those secured by the school itself or from outside agencies.  
  
The services of the external agencies may be sought for advice, support if a child is:  
 Continuing to make little or no progress in the areas of concern;  

 Continuing working at the National Curriculum levels substantially below that expected of 
children of the same age; 

 Continuing to have difficulty in developing literacy and numeracy skills;  

 Having emotional, behavioural or social needs which regularly and significantly interfere with 
the child’s or others learning;  

 Having sensory or physical needs which require additional specialist equipment or regular 
advice or visits from a specialist service;  

 Continuing to have communication and interaction needs that interfere with the development 
of social relationships and act as a barrier to learning. 

 Requiring additional equipment.  
 

Headlands recognises that a collaborative approach is the most effective way of supporting pupils. 
As a result, we continue to build strong working relationships and links with external support 
services in order to fully support our SEND pupils and aid school inclusion. Sharing knowledge and 
information with our support services is key to ensuring effective SEND provision within our 
school.  
 
Education, Health Care Needs Assessments 
Where, despite having taken relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and meet the SEN 
of the child or young person, the child or young person has not made expected progress, the 
school or parents may consider requesting an Education, Health Care needs assessment. 
 
At this stage the school will provide the Local Authority (LA) with information about the child’s 
progress over time and clear documentation in relation to the child’s special educational needs 
and any action taken to meet those needs. In some cases, written reports or written advice from 
external agencies may be included in the documentation. 
 
Evidence may include: 

 The school’s action through the graduated approach – Assess, Plan, Do, Review 
 Their current MSP and any records of regular reviews and their outcomes 

 The pupil’s health including the child’s medical history where relevant 
 Early Years Foundation Stage assessment and/or Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) 
 Educational and other assessments, for example from an advisory specialist support teacher or 

an educational psychologist 
 Views of the parents and of the child 
 Views / reports of professionals involved with the child 
 Any involvement by the social services or education welfare service. 

 
Following Statutory Assessment, an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) will be provided by 
City of York Council. If it is decided that the child’s needs cannot be met by the support that is 
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ordinarily available, the school and the child’s parents, along with the child (if appropriate) will be 
involved in developing and producing the plan. 
 
Once the EHCP has been completed and agreed, it will be kept as part of the pupil’s formal record 
and reviewed at least annually by staff, parents and the pupil. The annual review enables provision 
for the pupil to be evaluated and, where appropriate, for changes to be put in place. 

 
A diagram to indicate the Graduated Response to SEND we adopt at Headlands 

Primary School 
 
  

 

 
Transition 
When a child with special educational needs moves to another school, full records of assessments, 
interventions and outcomes will be forwarded to the receiving school.  
 
When children move to a Secondary School in York, where possible, needs are discussed with the 
SENCo at the Secondary School. There may be an opportunity; in the form of an open-evening, 

  
  

 

These children may sometimes have needs within normal expectations which can be addressed in class. 
These children will not be on the SEN register. Sometimes, if we have concerns, we may monitor children more 

closely within Band 0. 
appropriate differentiation, targeted TA support, intervention for students below expected standard or below 

their target level, effective questioning, positive behaviour policy and high expectations, regular progress checks 
each term, teachers using formative and summative assessment to inform planning and next steps. 

In class TA support, small group interventions, extra support, catch 
up programmes (eg, Lexia), short term focussed interventions, 
meetings with parents, teachers are using the assess, plan, do, 

review cycle to identify need and plan support using a Pupil Passport 
(SEN support)  

Involvement of outside agencies (CAMHS, 
S&L, School Nurse, OT, Specialist teaching 

teams). A MSP is written (SEN support) and 
reviewed .regularly.  

Wave 3 
Specialist 
Support 

 
 

  
  
 

Wave 2  Targeted in-school  
 

Wave 1   Quality First teaching - universal 

 EHCP – specialist support for 
those pupils with significant, 
complex needs. 
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Key Terms: 
SEND—Special educational needs 
EHCP—Educational Health Care Plan 
MSP — My support plan 
CAMHS— Child and Adolescents Mental Health Service 
S&L—Speech and Language 
OT— Occupational Therapy 
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for parents to visit various secondary schools with their child prior to making an application. 
For children with an EHCP, this enables preferences to be discussed and the school choice recorded 
in the Annual Review. On the basis of the report the SEN Service will then consult with the school 
concerned and arrangements will be finalised. 
 
Criteria for exiting the SEN register 
If it is felt that children are making progress which is sustainable then they may be taken off the 
SEN register. If this is the case then the views of the class teacher, SENCo, pupil and parents 
need to be taken into account, as well as that of any other professionals involved with the child. If 
it is agreed by all to take the pupil off of the SEN register then all records will be kept until the 
pupil leaves the school (and passed onto the next setting). The pupil will continue to be monitored 
through the school’s monitoring procedures, such as pupil progress meetings. If it is felt that the 
pupil requires additional assistance then the procedures set out in this policy will be followed. 

 
Partnership with Parents 
Partnership plays a key role in enabling children and young people with SEN to achieve their 
potential. Parents hold key information and have knowledge and experience to contribute to the 
shared view of the child’s needs. All parents of children with special educational needs will be 
treated as partners and given opportunity to contribute to the planning of their child’s education. 
 
The SEND policy, SEND information report and link to the City of York Local Offer, is available on 
the school website.  
 
The school encourages parents to make an active contribution to their child’s education and have 
regular meetings to share the progress of special educational needs children with their parents. 
 
We seek consent from parents for any outside intervention and share the process of decision-
making by   providing clear information relating to the education of their child. 
 
Voice of the child 
Children and young people with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their 
own needs and have views about what sort of help they would like. They will be encouraged to 
contribute to the assessment of their needs, the review and transition process. We recognise that 
this is difficult for some children, so we ensure to recognise success and achievements as part of 
the review process as well as addressing any difficulties. 
 

Supporting Pupils and Families 
The SENCo supports parents with queries about their child’s holistic provision in relation to Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities.  On a weekly basis, Headland’s Primary School offers the 
opportunity for parents to book a 1:1 support phone-in session entitled; ‘SEND Talking Points’. 
 

Admission arrangements 
The admission arrangements for all pupils are in accordance with national legislation, including the 
Equality Act 2010. This includes children with any level of SEN; those with Education and Health 
Care plans and those without. Please refer to the information contained in our school prospectus. 
 
Access Arrangements 
Class teachers, in partnership with the SENCo, are responsible for ensuring that pupils are able to 
access assessments carried out within their class. If a child’s needs mean that they are unable to 
access standardized tests then the SENCo will liaise with the class teacher to assess pupils’ 
eligibility for access arrangements. 
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Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions 
The school recognises that pupils at school with medical conditions should be properly supported 
so that they have full access to education, including school trips and physical education. Some 
children with medical conditions may be disabled and where this is the case the school will comply 
with its duties under the Equality Act 2010. Some may also have special educational needs (SEN) 
and may have a statement or Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) which brings together 
health and social care needs, as well as their special educational provision and the SEN Code of 
Practice (2015) is followed. The school has a policy for ‘Administering Medicines’ and follows 
government advice regarding ‘Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions’. Advice is 
sought from outside agencies on how best to provide for the child’s needs and this advice is 
accessible to the adults working with the child through an individual healthcare plan. 
Arrangements are made to allow as much independence as possible, but with support available as 
and when necessary. 

  
Monitoring and Evaluation 
The SENCo monitors the provision for each child across the school and in liaison with the class 
teacher, monitors their progress and attainment.  The SENCo and the Headteacher hold regular 
meeting to review the provision for children with SEND and the SENCo will provide an annual 
report to the governing body. 
 
Training and Resources 
In order to maintain and develop the quality of teaching and provision to respond to the strengths   
and needs of all pupils, all staff are encouraged to undertake appropriate training. Resources are 
monitored and reviewed by the SENCo annually. 
 

Storing and Managing Information 
Information relating to pupils on the SEN register are stored and accessed in line with GDPR 
regulations. Records will be passed on to a child’s   next setting when they leave Headlands.  
 

Disability Access Arrangements 
In compliance with the duties set out in the Equalities Act 2010 the school has an accessibility 
plan which outlines the actions we will take overtime to increase the accessibility of for pupils with 
disabilities. 
 
This includes action to: 
 Increase participation in the curriculum. 
 Make improvements in the environment to enable pupils with disabilities to benefit from all school 

facilities and extracurricular opportunities. 
 Improve access to a range of information. 
 
 
Headlands is on ground floor level and there are no steps or stairs to negotiate. There is a 
disabled toilet to the left of the infant entrance to the school. A ramp is situated at the front of 
the school so that access can be gained to the school from the car park. The school is wheel chair 
accessible.  There is a hearing loop available in the hall which uses the school sound system. 
 
All staff have responsibility for teaching children with learning difficulties/disabilities and should 
any specialist advice be required; this will be arranged.  
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Where a child has a disability, the SENCo and class teachers make sure that all adults are 
informed about effective management strategies and that other children are made aware as 
appropriate. 
 
Complaints 
The school has a complaints procedure which applies to complaints about SEN provision. This can  
be found on the school website under the ‘Policies’ tab. 
 
York Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and Support Service 
(SENDIASS) are available to support parents at any point in the complaints procedures. 
https://www.york.gov.uk/info/20166/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/1451/sendiass_f 
ormerly_york_parent_partnership_service 
 

 

Review of Special Educational Needs Policy 
This policy will be updated in line with new initiatives together with any streamlining of school 
processes and reviewed annually. 
 
 
Headteacher: Mrs Ruth Ellis 
 
Chair of Governors: Rev. Ron Smith 
 
SEND Governor: Mr Peter Wreglesworth 
 
SENCO: Mrs Felicity Allington (completed NASENCO accreditation July 2021) 
 
Date: 16/05/2022  
 

   
 
Glossary of terms 
CAHMS – child and adolescent mental health services  
EHCP – educational health care plan  
EHCAR – educational health care assessment request  
EMS – enhanced mainstream school  
EP – educational psychologist  
LA – local authority  
MSP – My Support Plan 
NASENCO - The National Award for SEND Co-ordination 
RFI – request for involvement  
SEN – special educational needs  
SENCo – special educational needs co-ordinator  
SEND – special educational needs and disabilities 

https://www.york.gov.uk/info/20166/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/1451/sendiass_formerly_york_parent_partnership_service
https://www.york.gov.uk/info/20166/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/1451/sendiass_formerly_york_parent_partnership_service

